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NORTHERN PRODUCERS ANIMAL HEALTH NETWORK (NPAHN)
NPAHN held its annual meeting virtually on October 28, 2021. The guest speaker was Jennifer Kyle from the Beef
Farmers of Ontario.
We extend to Craig McLaughlin our profound gratitude for his years as Director for NPHAN. Craig has served three 2year terms as a Director and was unable to remain on the Board because of term limits.
David McGonegal was elected as a new Director, maintaining the presence of Renfrew County.
In 2020/2021, the Veterinary Services Program spent $774,795.00 to offset expenses of 31 contract veterinarians of
which $122,258.00 was provided to the 4 contract veterinarians in Renfrew County. These are dollars that would have to
have been paid by county producers over and above what they did pay for veterinary services received on their premises.
In 2021, $14,000.00 was proved to 13 veterinary students for regular 8-week externship program as these students
prepare for their fourth year of Veterinary College. It is hoped this externship encourages graduates to consider practising
veterinary medicine in the
area covered by NPAHN.
NPAHN continues to pursue projects which will assist veterinarians and
animal producers in the care of their animals.

4-H Life during COVID!
We may be getting back to some semblance of normal this year! Livestock clubs
are starting up in a hybrid-model at times with some virtual and some online models to
try to accommodate the new world we live in and to allow all members to feel
comfortable with whatever method they choose. Fairs seem to be a go this year and
the members are anxious to get back out in the show rings. We have a number of
different clubs starting up with gardening, crafting, learning about your heritage and
various animal clubs as well. Virtual cooking clubs have been a definite hit as the
leaders love that the members have to clean their mom’s kitchen when they are done!
The Association could really use some new leaders and board members.
If that would interest you, please contact Agatha at renfrewcounty4h@gmail.com

Province-wide soil health research program benefits
Renfrew-area farmers
Submitted by Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association Staff
The On-Farm Applied Research and Monitoring (ONFARM)
program is a four-year applied research initiative that began in 2019 and supports soil health and water quality research
on farms across Ontario. The Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association (OSCIA) delivers the ONFARM program on
behalf of the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. The ONFARM program encompasses extensive soil
health and water quality analysis on 33 sites on working farms. This network of sites and established partnerships with
farmer cooperators aims to improve understanding of best management practices (BMPs) and their effects on soil
health and water quality. One of these ONFARM cooperators is Jennifer Doelman of Renfrew County.
Doelman operates Bonnechere Haven Farms in Douglas with her family. They grow barley, canola, corn, flax, forage
peas, oats, soybeans, spring triticale, spring wheat, sunflowers and winter wheat. They also incorporate cover crops in
their rotation. Through her ONFARM trial, Doelman studies the use of a cover crop and the application of biosolid pellets
at different rates. Like many farmers, Doelman believes that regional and farm-specific information is key to adopting
BMPs.
“Ontario is a large and diverse province. It’s important for our farm to understand how industry-recognized best
management practices fare in our soils and microclimate,” said Doelman. “It is exciting to be part of a network of farms
with similar soil health goals and learn how these practices might fit within our management system.”
Researchers from the Guelph-based Soil Resource Group are working to verify and validate soil health indicators at
cooperator sites and use data analysis to determine the agronomic effects of the BMPs. This expertise, Doelman
explained, is beneficial in their region, which has limited resources at times. “Working with the researchers ensures that
our efforts are supported by good quality, useful data and gives us the confidence to take what we have learned and
share it with our community,” she said.
Recently, Doelman shared what she has learned through many years of applied research in a “How to Conduct On-Farm
Research” guidebook, which walks through developing an effective research question, designing a plot trial, and
collecting and interpreting results. She is also looking forward to inviting local farmers to tour her ONFARM site at a
demonstration event scheduled for September. Attendees can look forward to hearing from ONFARM researchers and
check out OSCIA’s new Mobile Soil Technology Suite (MSTS) – which features a high-resolution LED screen to facilitate
the observation of data from field sensors and presentation materials.
For more information about ONFARM, including resources and upcoming events, visit
https://www.osciaresearch.org/onfarm-applied-research/ or follow OSCIA on Twitter @OntarioSoilCrop.
ONFARM is funded by the Canadian Agricultural Partnership, a five-year federal-provincial-territorial initiative.
Save the Date!
Family Agriculture Night at Skylight Drive-In, Pembroke Sunday July 31st 2022
Gates open at 6pm for dinner and family fun on site followed by a triple feature
Dusk 'til Dawn movie event.
This event will feature a Tractor Show ‘N Shine –
Volunteers to provide or float farm equipment to showcase will be needed.
All are welcome! Stay tuned for more info!
Brought to you by the Renfrew County Federation of Agriculture

RENFREW AGVOCATES
The Renfrew AgVocates are a grassroot organization founded in Renfrew in
2021 aiming to increase engagement with the agriculture community.
Our mission is “Creating connections to educate our community about
agriculture and its opportunities”. These connections will help to strengthen our
community and builds local connections to farmers and food grown here in
Renfrew County.
With volunteer and financial support, we're connecting Renfrew to a wider network of agricultural charities and
organizations and bringing curated, vetted resources and support to agricultural education here in Renfrew County.
With the ongoing pandemic and uncertainty surrounding in-person meetings, activities, and school, our first initiative
will be our “Adopt-A-Farmer” Program for local classrooms.
A pilot project under Farm & Food Care Ontario, the Renfrew AgVocates received initial funding with funds from our
generous founding sponsors, the Renfrew County Federation of Agriculture, the Renfrew County Soil & Crop
Improvement Association and Revive Funding from the Ontario Federation of Agriculture.
Founding members of the initiative bring a wealth of experience in both education and agriculture: Anne Bromley,
Barb Scott-Cole, Angela Field, Jennifer Doelman and our new Executive Director, Claire Coombs (currently enjoying
parental leave!) Our website is expected to be launched in 2022, which will include great links to Agricultural Education
resources and ways to get involved – as an AgVocate or as a financial supporter.

Spring 2022 Update from Zone 8 Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA)
Submitted by Jennifer Doelman, Provincial Director
Ontario Food Summit – Hosted by Ag Minister Thompson & Premier Ford:
I was one of several OFA representatives invited to participate in the Ontario Food Summit, which was held virtually on
March 1st, 2022. Over 130 industry stakeholders came together, joined by Parliamentary Assistants Randy Pettapiece
and Toby Barrett to listen to speakers regarding: 1) How to support farmers and the local food supply, 2) Skilling and
Leveraging Ontario’s Agri-Food Workplace, and 3) ‘Food Supply Stability’. Speakers included a leader from the
Anishinabek Nation of Northern Superior, Local GROCER, AgScape, AgCareers.com, Maple Lodge Farms, Food and
Beverage Canada, Gay Lea, Loblaws and more.
This unique session included breakout rooms to allow for a more intimate setting to share their own experiences and
perspectives to help identify common barriers and potential opportunities to overcome them. I was very proud to be
able to bring a rural lens and farmer perspective to the conversation to help ensure that our rural communities, farms
and small businesses are recognized as crucial components of our food system. My favourite quote of the day was
from Rosemary MacLellan of Gay Lea Foods when she said ‘The only way to have a strong and sustainable food system
is for each and every contributor in the value chain is able to be profitable.’
Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting:
Held virtually on March 8th, to address Labour Gaps in Ontario Agriculture and Agrifood. Farmers from across Ontario
participated, including Angela Field, an Admaston-area dairy farmer, as Renfrew Federation’s new PAC member.
Speakers included Debra Hauer, Manager, Canadian Agriculture Human Resources Council who presented the National
Labour Strategy for Agriculture: This project will establish an actionable roadmap to lead the way in addressing
workforce and skills shortages in agriculture and the food and beverage manufacturing industry, and help address the
chronic labour shortages that Canadian farmers have faced for decades. In doing so, it will help to build resilience in
the Canadian food supply chain while helping to grow the sector. It will also aid the sector in achieving the ambitious
growth targets, both in exports and domestic sales, set forth by the Agri-Food Economic Strategy Table.
Kathryn Doan, Director of AgCareers and Michelle deNijs of the OFA, spoke about the Feeding your Future program
(https://feedingyourfuture.ca/), a program that promotes agri-food jobs and training opportunities across Ontario.
Feeding Your Future works to connect agri-food employers to current job seekers, to help fill the labour shortage
within Ontario agriculture, now and into the future. Through a job matching concierge service, free virtual career fairs,
a webinar series and specialized training opportunities, this project is rapidly developing a support system for
employers, while creating new job prospects for Ontarians.
Key takeaways from the breakout sessions included:
 Awareness of the diversity of farm sizes in the OFA (owner-operators with no employees; multi-generation family
businesses with only family members as employees; all the way to businesses with large labor requirements at peak
times of the year, requiring full-time, part-time and seasonal workers).
 No matter the commodity or size, finding and retaining good staff was a priority – not only for farms but for
businesses that support farmers: (eg. Crop input suppliers, veterinarians, equipment sales and service).
 The ability to manage human resources on-farm or in any business seems critical to success when access to skilled
labor seems to be chronically tested & magnified by supply chain issues.
 Potential solutions put forth by attendees included accessing resources for employers (eg. The AgriHR Toolkit https://hrtoolkit.cahrc-ccrha.ca/), being creative in ways to attract and retain staff (eg. ground beef from the
farm), providing flexible working hours (eg working around childcare availability)

The Renfrew County Junior Farmers have had an exciting start to 2022. As usual, we
kicked off January with our AGM where we elected our new executive. We didn’t have a whole lot
of change but we’re excited to see where this group will take us this year after how good of a job
they did in 2021!
President - Alex Wytenburg
Vice President - Cailen Bromley
Provincial Director (PD) - Marissa Mulligan
Past President - Alex Wuehr
Treasurer - Jocelyn Smaglinski
Assistant PD & Public Relations - Meredith Mulligan
In February we had a chance to meet up with Carleton County and Stormont-Glengarry County for an Eastern Zone social of skating
on the canal. It was great to finally see each other in person after two years of virtual events, even if some of us struggled to stay
upright on the canal. February also saw a first for our club when members Johanna and Tanner Bromley welcomed their baby boy
Benjamin. Benny is the first junior farmer baby for Renfrew County since the 90s and he’s already been given the title of cutest club
member.
March is the official end of the Junior Farmer year. We mark this with our provincial AGM at the end of March along with
our annual March Conference. This year we saw two of our members be elected to the Junior Farmers Association of Ontario (JFAO)
provincial board. Meredith Mulligan was elected Social Media Representative and will be responsible for running all of the social
media for JFAO this year. Our other club member elected to the provincial board was Jamie Schultz, who was elected president of
JFAO! This is only the fourth time a junior farmer from Renfrew County has been elected president of JFAO and the first president
elected from the Eastern zone (counties east of Peterborough) since 1996. With his election, Jamie joins the ranks of provincial
presidents including Izett McBride (1969), Allan Cole (1987), and Carolyn Wren Doris (1996). March Conference is always held in
conjunction with the provincial AGM and this year it was a bit different than previous years. Instead of seminars and workshops,
attendees went on an ole fashion farm tour visiting farms around Peterborough ranging from a grain elevator to a water buffalo farm.
In the evening all attended a banquet where annual awards were handed out including club of the year. While Renfrew didn’t receive
the top award we did make it into the top 5 clubs in the province.
Although we didn’t bring home any club awards from March Conference we did bring home some hardware in the form of
century farm signs. The century farm sign program was created by JFAO to celebrate Canada’s centennial year (1967) and
recognize family farms that had been in operation for over 100 years. Since 1967 the program has continued and developed by
improving the sign design and durability as well as adding additional signs for up to 200 years. We are lucky in Renfrew County to
have so many century farms in our communities and, as a club, we are honoured to help families celebrate their history with the
century farm sign program.
If you are interested in applying for a century farm sign please reach out to us through Facebook (@RenfrewCountyJF)
or by talking to any local club member.
______________________________________________________________________________________
Renfrew County Federation of Agriculture
Renfrew County Federation of Agriculture is hoping to host the First Aid for Farmers and the CPR recertification course
this fall. Unfortunately, we had to cancel our plans for these events scheduled in January due to COVID shut down
With the province opening up the restrictions, we are now meeting again the fourth Monday of the month at the Cobden
Agricultural Hall at 7:30pm. If there are agricultural concerns that the federation can help you with, please reach out to us.
The president is Tyler Armstrong and he can be reached at 613-433-8255 or the secretary Donna Campbell at 613-4325568.
By now farmers living in the Whitewater Region will have received a notice about a business retention survery being
conducted by the township. We encourage the farms to participate in this survey to give the township a better
understanding about the agricultural business part of farming. The federation would like to thank the members that do
take the time for this survey.
st

We are going to be hosting a drive-in movie night up in Pembroke on July 31 from dusk to daen. This event is to
promote local agriculture as a souce of local agricultural products and to show how it contributes to our local economy.
We are hoping to attract the urban population so that they will learn about agriculture and where their food comes from.
Watch for the added information page on this event in this newsletter.
We are pleased to announce that Meeka Bromley and Taylor Henderson were the recipients of the two 4-H scholarships
that we award each November. Congratulations girls!
The federation has given funding to the Ontario Charlais Youth Association. They will be holding their yearly conference
here in Renfrew. We hope they have a successful event.

Renfrew County Veterinary Services Committee (RCVSC)
The RCVSC was able to meet in person for its 2021 annual meeting on September 21, 2021.
A good representation from participating municipalities, veterinarians and some producers were in attendance.
4 county veterinarians were nominated for contracts for the fiscal year 2022/2023:
Dr. Donald Clarke, Renfrew Animal Hospital
Dr. Linwood Fisher, Pembroke
Dr. Laurie Jeffery, Madawaska Veterinary Services
Dr. Anthony Ruyter, Cobden Animal Centre
There are certain criteria that each veterinarian must meet before contracts can be granted by Northern Producers Animal
Health Network (NPAHN). These contracts through NPAHN and the government of Ontario assist all producers using the
services of these veterinarians to offset travel costs to their farm premises at $1.40/kilometer. We thank the veterinarians
who participate with their services and the Municipalities for their financial support.
David McGonegal was re-elected president for the 2021/2022 year while Lloyd Robinson remains as Vice.
Glen Smith, who has served as secretary/treasurer to the VSC for over 30 years asked to be relieved of these duties. We
thank Glen for his many valuable years of support and commitment and regrettably the committee bows to his wishes.
Glen has indicated his willingness to continue in a support role to provide a smooth transition to the new
secretary/treasurer. A sub-committee of Craig McLaughlin and Ray Pender was struck to find a replacement.
The RCVSC is pleased to welcome Donna Campbell who has willingly accepted the role. Donna’s credentials make her
very qualified to provide secretary/treasurer services to the RCVSC.
Two delegates were selected to participate in the annual meeting of the NPAHN – Craig McLaughlin as an elected Director
in NPAHN and David McGonegal. That meeting took place virtually on October 28, 2021.
If there are any questions, concerns or comments, please contact David McGonegal at 613-582-7031
or Donna Campbell at 613-432-5568.

Andrea McCoy-Naperskow of Lanark County and I are the
agricultural representatives for the Local Immigration Partnership Lanark & Renfrew Counties.
This information session will explore local interest in establishing an
Agricultural Sector Immigration Working Group to establish the
resources and support needed for farmers to consider immigration as
a viable path.
Our agricultural community is experiencing an unprecedented labour
shortage. Local Immigration Partnership - Lanark & Renfrew believes
that recent immigrants and temporary foreign workers offer a strategic
opportunity for farmers to grow their agricultural community and
address this labour gap.
Please share within your networks so that we can pool community
resources and ensure that we have a good diversity of farmers and
agribusiness feedback for this initiative.
To register for the session, here is the link:
https://algonquincollege.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0pf--srz4oHNzW91eblsygx7u07Fgrg4Si
Thanks, Jennifer Doelman
Chair, Agricultural Economic Development Committee - Renfrew County

RENFREW COUNTY BEEF (RCB)
On behalf of Renfrew County Beef, please accept our comments regarding the formation of the
2022 Ontario Budget.
The beef sector is an important economic driver of Ontario’s agri-food sector, contributing
$2.69 billion to Ontario’s GDP on an annual basis. Gross sales from the sector exceed $13 billion
annually and sustain more than 61,000 jobs.
Despite the positive impact our sector provides to Ontario’s economy, we are faced with growing
competition with cheaper imported products and more volatile shifts in global commodity markets.
The supply chain disruptions and price volatility that we’ve experienced during COVID-19 has
intensified these challenges.
Despite rising consumer prices and strong demand for Ontario beef products, farmers are not
receiving a fair price for their financial investment and labour. Stagnant returns with rising
production costs and two years of a global pandemic, reinforce the need for well-designed and
well-funded business risk management insurance programs to help farm businesses better manage
today’s production risks.
Fortunately, Ontario recognized this need many years ago through the creation of the Ontario Risk
Management Program, or RMP for short, for farmers in the beef, lamb, pork, veal, fruits, vegetables,
and grains and oilseed sectors. RMP is a cost-shared insurance program that fills a critical gap for
agricultural commodities in Ontario that are not protected by the supply management system.
Unfortunately, the program remains critically underfunded with many sector insurance plans covered
under RMP regularly unable to pay out calculated insurance benefits given funding constraints. Since
the program was capped, beef farmers have only received 58% of their calculated insurance benefits.
While we are thankful for the province’s leadership in delivering an additional $50 million for this
program in 2020, the program remains in dire need of additional funding.

We request that Budget 2022 provide an immediate increase of $100 million for
the Ontario Risk Management Program (RMP), which would bring the annual
funding cap to $250 million.
Committing to increase the province’s investment in RMP is a commitment to partner with Ontario
farmers, who contribute 35% of the costs through annual insurance premiums. Additional funding by
the province would be matched by farmers themselves, at the current cost-share ratio.
Two separate studies conducted on the economic return of RMP demonstrated significant ROI for the
province. The latest study by Cummings et al. showed for every $1 invested in RMP generates a
$2.24 return.
Funding the program for $250 million annually would help ensure the program is adequately
resourced and more responsive to changing market demands. This will help us weather the pandemic
and post-pandemic storm that has crippled our supply chains and increased production costs and
market risks.
This is a good deal for Ontario farmers, the province and Ontario taxpayers.
Thank you for your consideration.
David McGonegal, President, Renfrew County Beef

DATELINE:

REMINDER
Monthly Meetings:

April: 13 – Ag Sector Information Session via Zoom
21 – Renfrew County Beef Meeting – Cobden
25 – Renfrew County Fed of Ag Meeting - Cobden
May: 2 – National Farmers Union Meeting – Barrline
3 – Junior Farmers Meeting
9 – Arnprior Fed of Ag Meeting – Galetta
19 - Renfrew County Beef Meeting – Cobden
23 - Renfrew County Fed of Ag Meeting – confirm with Donna
June: 6 – Newsletter Submissions Due
6 - National Farmers Union Meeting – Barrline
7 - Junior Farmers Meeting
13 - Arnprior Fed of Ag Meeting – Galetta
16 - Renfrew County Beef Meeting – Cobden
27 - Renfrew County Fed of Ag Meeting - Cobden

National Farmers Union – Barrline
st
1 Monday of the month
Contact Marshall Buchanan
moonlightcrofters@gmail.com
Junior Farmers Meeting
st
1 Tuesday of the month
Contact Alex Wytenburg
wytenburg9234@gmail.com
Arnprior Federation of Agriculture
nd
2 Monday of the month
8pm at the Galetta Community Hall
Contact Ernie Smith 613-623-3439
Renfrew County Plowmen - Cobden
rd
3 Wednesday of the month
Contact Yves Rochon 613-646-7737

Renfrew County Beef- Cobden
rd
3 Thursday of the month
Contact Donna Campbell 613-432-5568
Attention All Organizations:
Mark your calendars!
Submissions are due for the
next newsletter by
June 6, 2022
Email to:
rcfarmnews@gmail.com

Renfrew County Federation of Agriculture Cobden
th
4 Monday of the month
Contact Donna Campbell 613-432-5568

